 CPYRGHT

7 Mevald

FOLNDED APRIL 10, 1841, by HORACE CRWY

D%

26 Wednesday, April 24, 1963 v N

Is There More to the Castro Deal?

On the surface, it would appear that President Ken-
nedy, working through his brother, the Attorney Gen-
eral, and James B. Donovan, specialist extraordinary in
the international exchange of prisoners, had made a
favorable deal with Fidel Castro. We secured the release
of 27 American prisoners held by Castro in exchange for
Jour Cuban criminals held in the United States.

Though we shars the satislaction of the liberated
Araericans and their families, we can hardly overlook
the fact that we agaln have been forced into the un-
pleasant business of paying ransom to Fidel Castro. Pre-
vioualy, it took the form of goods to secure the release
of the Cuban fighters captured in the Bay of Pigs flasco.
This time it 1s In the form of three Cuban criminals who
plotted sabotage and one who killed & nine-year-old
Venezuelan girl in New York,

It iz the unfortunate and possibly the unavoldable
price  which had 160 be paid to a Communist dittator to
secure the freedom and perhaps save the llves of a group
of Americans..
] 'I'hua & case’ can ba made, based on force majeur,
to justify the deal, and it is one which Governor Rocke-
feller was given no. choice but to accept when the Fed-
. 'k{ government of the United States called on him to

- come to mind in connection with the latest and reputed #

- not make them, ls any one else doing so?

', -nnq:. e we

release a convicted criminal on the grounds that it was -

“in the national interest” to effect the exchange.
But is there more to this deal than meets the eye? .

Is'it related in any way to broader political {ssues be- .

tween the United States and Communist Cuba or-be- |

tween thé United Btates and the Soviet Unlon? Is it the
fruit of some im;)roved relationshipi between the govwe.

ernment of the United States and these Communist states, i

the nature of which is still secret and 1s being withheld -
{rom the American public? :
:These are _some of the disturbing questions whlch 3

barter of goods or human beings in exchange for- pris-
oners held by Communist countries. Mr. Donovan, o his ¥
return to Mlami from Havana, denled rumors that he Y
was conducting secret negotiations to re-establish. diplo~
matic relations between the United States and Cuba.

Perhaps he would not be free to disclose any son d- B
ings along these lines even iI he had made the
Castro In the secrecy of thelr réom. But even if he did

LIt anyth:ng ls being done along these orrels
e public not entitled to know someth
ore buing con!ﬂm con




